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Annual Banquet : Haney (Soil Health) Test
Day County Conservation Dis- tHaney Test or Soil Health test is an irntegr
trict hosted the Annual Banquet ichemical and bioloditcal desiilgnteaestt odanti anij ¢ n e
December 7th at the American ito soil nytrlent avgllablllty as best wWe ca
Legion C itv R . 'to work with any soil under any management
egion Community Room in tasks simple, universally applicable qugstio
Webster. :
. i* What is our soilés condition?
Scholarships were awarded to : ' you ! P
three graduating seniors from * l's your soil in balance?
Day County. Sandra Vehe, Caly :
Bornsen, and Sabrina Gaikowski ¥ What can you do to help your soil?
recglvedﬁ$100forthelrconser- iThe Soil Heal th Tool relies on informatfi on
vation efforts. tmet hods geared towards soil mi crobi al gctiv
Board members thanked the em- istrate that they act upon. In other wgrds,
ployees for the hard work this Em_easuremept; of health viewed col!ectlvely
L ivigor . Similar to how a doctor might d&sses
year-H'gh“ghtSOfthenumer' tto determine the best options for a hedlthy
ous accomplishments achieved :
by the conservation district were *Day County Conservati-bosbisgriacwowkbkhofet oo
showcased in the Year in review Eplaln and descrl_t)e how to interpret thdg soi
int. The evenind was imanagement deci
powerpoint. ) g :your operation!
rounded out with a delicious :
meal and recognition of the past :WHO: Producers
supervisors, thanking the county :CSP enhancemen
commissioners and partners. Al interested
:landowners and
EWHEN: February
tWHERE Summi t
iCal | Cinaéat e
:for additional S
iWatch for flyers as time dr aws
icloser.
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55th Annual Resource Conservation Speech Contest

for G

Contact Cindy for additional information
or check on the website: daycd.org under the educa-
tion tab.

Theme: 0 Why Manage Water
Open to All 9 -12 graders

Earn Cash Prizes!

Have speech class in school earn money for your
speech!!

State Contest is Sponsored by Touchstone Energy Coop
of SD, SD Dept of Ag, SDACD, US FWS
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Wetland Reserve Easement Program Update (WRE)

on?o
By Cody Warner

ervati

Currently, the NRCS is offering a sign up for the Wetland Re-

serve

Easement Program (WRE). The WRE program is encom-

passed under the newly formed Agricultural Conservation Ease-

ment

Program (ACEP), which is a part of the 2014 Farm Bill. Un-

der the WRE program, NRCS helps to restore, protect, and en-
hance enrolled wetlands and associated uplands.

Land eligible for the WRE program includes farmed or convert-
ed wetlands that
can be successfully
and cost -effectively
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Organic matter can be divided into two categories: active
and stabilized. The portion made of fresh organic materi-
al and living organisms, as well as partially decomposed
material that is slowly de
ganic matter. o

Active organic matter and the microbes that feed on it

are central to nutrient cycles in the soil. Nutrients, espe-
cially nitrogen, phosphorus, and sulfur, are held in this
active organic matter until soil organisms release them
for plant use.

This accounts for there being much more nutrient volume
in the soil than is available for plant use at any one time.
For example, a soil with 3 percent organic matter con-
tains about 3,000 pounds per acre of nitrogen, but only a
small part of that (30 -100 pounds) may become available
to plants in any one year, depending on decomposition
rates.

While active organic matter
may decompose over a few
decades, the stabilized por-
tion of organic matter is
made of larger, more com-
plex compounds that are
much more difficult for mi-
crobes to degrade. Much of
the stabilized organic mat-
ter in the soil is highly de-
composed plant and animal
tissues that grew more than
a century, and possibly several centuries, ago. This or-
ganic matter becomes carbon-r i ch humus t
to further decay.

AiStabilized organic matter
and can absorb six times i
reservoir for nutrient storage, sequestering carbon from
the atmosphere and other sources

Healthy soils need both active and stabilized organic mat-
ter to function well. If you want additional information on
organic matter contact the office.

tions.

restored. NRCS
puill prﬁ”ti%e ap-R SW-
plications based

on the easements
potential for pro-
tecting and en-
haneing baditat fog |
migratory birds

and other wildlife.

In many cases in
Day County, water
levels have risen to
the point where farming and maintaining ditches is no longer
feasible. In some cases, farm ground and old ditches are under
many feet of water. These examples make great WRE applica-

There are two types of WRE available: perpetual and 30 year.

Under a perpetual easement, the landowner will receive 100%
payment and will also receive 100% of any restoration costs.

Unde

r a 30 year easement, the landowner will receive 75% of the

payment and restoration costs. The 2015 payments were as
follows (perpetual): Cropland: $2943/ac and Non
$1274/ac. These rates are subject to change, but the 2016

-Cropland:

rates should be available soon.
WRE applications can be signed
inquire about eligibility of

take time to visit with you. Contact the Day County NRCS office
at 345 -4661. Thanks, Cody!

DEADLINE: January 15th, 2016 for this sign up period.

at

CRP# General Signup And Updates

General Sign up period ends February 26th, 2016

Y Haying option again available for qualified practices f Hay a
1/3 every year

Y Grazing management @ Grazing acres every other year

Y Current CRP contracts with eligible practices can add the hay-

ing or grazing option with a management modification to the
contract

Informational meetings to be held in Webster watch for details
or call the office for additional information
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