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Annual Banquet  

Day County Conservation Dis-

trict hosted the Annual Banquet, 

December 7th at the American 

Legion Community Room in 

Webster.  

Scholarships were awarded to 

three graduating seniors from 

Day County. Sandra Vehe, Caly 

Bornsen, and Sabrina Gaikowski 

received $100 for their conser-

vation efforts.  

Board members thanked the em-

ployees for the hard work this 

year. Highlights of the numer-

ous accomplishments achieved 

by the conservation district were 

showcased in the Year in review 

powerpoint. The evening was 

rounded out with a delicious 

meal and recognition of the past 

supervisors, thanking the county 

commissioners and partners.  

Haney (Soil Health) Test  

Haney Test or Soil Health test is an integrated approach to soil testing using 

chemical and biological soil test data. It s designed to mimic natureôs approach 

to soil nutrient availability as best we can in the lab. The Haney test is designed 

to work with any soil under any management scenario because the program 

asks simple, universally applicable questions.  

* What is your soilôs condition? 

* Is your soil in balance? 

* What can you do to help your soil? 

The Soil Health Tool relies on information derived from developed soil testing 

methods geared towards soil microbial activity and the readily available sub-

strate that they act upon.  In other words, the soil is assessed using many 

measurements of health viewed collectively to attain an overall picture of soil 

vigor.  Similar to how a doctor might asses you or I, looking over all of the tests 

to determine the best options for a healthy life. 

Day County Conservation District will be co-hosting a workshop to further ex-

plain and describe how to interpret the soil health data for you to make the best 

management decisions for 

your operation!!  

WHO: Producers with SQL 15 

CSP enhancement and  

All interested agronomists, 

landowners and operators.  

WHEN: February 24th, 2016  

WHERE: Summit Fire Hall 

Call Cindy at 345-4661 ext 3 

for additional information.  

Watch for flyers as time draws  

closer. 
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     Currently, the NRCS is offering a sign up for the Wetland Re-

serve Easement Program (WRE).  The WRE program is encom-

passed under the newly formed Agricultural Conservation Ease-

ment Program (ACEP), which is a part of the 2014 Farm Bill.  Un-

der the WRE program, NRCS helps to restore, protect, and en-

hance enrolled wetlands and associated uplands.  

   Land eligible for the WRE program includes farmed or convert-

ed wetlands that 

can be successfully 

and cost -effectively 

restored.  NRCS 

will prioritize ap-

plications based 

on the easements 

potential for pro-

tecting and en-

hancing habitat for 

migratory birds 

and other wildlife.  

In many cases in 

Day County, water 

levels have risen to 

the point where farming and maintaining ditches is no longer 

feasible.  In some cases, farm ground and old ditches are under 

many feet of water.  These examples make great WRE applica-

tions.  

   There are two types of WRE available: perpetual and 30 year.  

Under a perpetual easement, the landowner will receive 100% 

payment and will also receive 100% of any restoration costs.  

Under a 30 year easement, the landowner will receive 75% of the 

payment and restoration costs.  The 2015 payments were as 

follows (perpetual): Cropland: $2943/ac and Non -Cropland: 

$1274/ac.  These rates are subject to change, but the 2016 

rates should be available soon.  

   WRE applications can be signed at anytime.  If youõd like to 

inquire about eligibility of wetlands on your land, Iõd certainly 

take time to visit with you.  Contact the Day County NRCS office 

at 345 -4661.  Thanks, Cody!   

55th Annual Resource Conservation Speech Contest  

Theme: òWhy Manage Water for Conservation?ó 

Open to All 9 -12 graders  

Earn Cash Prizes!   

Contact Cindy for additional information  

or check on the website: daycd.org  under the educa-

tion tab.             

Have speech class in school earn money for your 

speech!!  

State Contest is Sponsored by Touchstone Energy Coop 

of SD, SD Dept of Ag, SDACD, US FWS 
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 !ŎǝǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŀŎǝǾŜΣ ha ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊǎ 
Organic matter can be divided into two categories: active 

and stabilized. The portion made of fresh organic materi-

al and living organisms, as well as partially decomposed 

material that is slowly decomposing, is called ñactive or-

ganic matter.ò 

Active organic matter and the microbes that feed on it 

are central to nutrient cycles in the soil. Nutrients, espe-

cially nitrogen, phosphorus, and sulfur, are held in this 

active organic matter until soil organisms release them 

for plant use.  

This accounts for there being much more nutrient volume 

in the soil than is available for plant use at any one time. 

For example, a soil with 3 percent organic matter con-

tains about 3,000 pounds per acre of nitrogen, but only a 

small part of that (30 -100 pounds) may become available 

to plants in any one year, depending on decomposition 

rates. 

While active organic matter 

may decompose over a few 

decades, the stabilized por-

tion of organic matter is 

made of larger, more com-

plex compounds that are 

much more difficult for mi-

crobes to degrade. Much of 

the stabilized organic mat-

ter in the soil is highly de-

composed plant and animal 

tissues that grew more than 

a century, and possibly several centuries, ago. This or-

ganic matter becomes carbon-rich humus thatôs resistant 

to further decay.  

ñStabilized organic matterò or humus, acts like a sponge 

and can absorb six times its weight in water. Itôs also a 

reservoir for nutrient storage, sequestering carbon from 

the atmosphere and other sources 

 

Healthy soils need both active and stabilized organic mat-

ter to function well. If you want additional information on 

organic matter contact the office.  

 

CRPñGeneral Signup And  Updates  

General Sign up period ends February 26th, 2016  

Ý Haying option again available for qualified practices ñHay a 

1/3 every year  

Ý Grazing management  ñ  Grazing acres every other year  

Ý Current CRP contracts with eligible practices can add the hay-

ing or grazing option with a management modification to the 

contract  

Ý Informational meetings to be held in Webster watch for details 

or call the office for additional information  
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