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Twenty -three Years of Watershed Stewardship in Northeast South Dakota

Its twenty -three years and counting for the Day County Conservation
Districtds sponsorship of watersh
What began as a two-year project in 1993 to improve and protect the
watershed of Pickerel Lake in northeast Day County, has blossomed
intoamulti-county partnership called th
tershed | mprovement and Protectio
and Roberts Conservation Districts. Day County began with Pickerel
Lake, than in the following years sponsored projects on Blue Dog, Ene-
my Swim, Minnewasta, Roy, and Amsden Lakes. Dennis Skadsen has
been the coordinator of the Day County Conservation District spon-

sored projects since 1993. o0Typically, you worked on one |
decided to combine northeast South Dakota watershed projects into a larger regional
projecto. The philosophy also changed from g
verely impaired lakes, to protecting lakes that still had relatively good water quality
l' i ke Enemy Swi m, Pickerel, Roy, and Cl ear Lak

keeping these lakes healthy, and improving the Upper Minnesota River Basin water-
shed that includes a majority of land in Grant and Roberts counties and several small
river systems in these two counties.

These projects are funded with competitive grants from the United States Environmen-
1t al Protection Agencyds 0319 Clean Water Prog
of Resource Conservation and Forestry, and X ) G
local and in -kind match from local groups like
lake associations, special watershed districts,
and the Conservation Districts themselves.
Grant funds are used to pay cost share to agri-
| cultural producers who implement best man-
agement practices or bmps, fund water quali-
ty testing, and educational programs.

The majority of grant funds are used to cost share bmps. Bmps are agri-
cultural practices that reduce the amount of nutrients, bacteria, and sedi-
ment that enter a water body, Typical best management practices include
animal waste management, riparian buffers, livestock stream crossings, and streambank
stabilization, to name a few. To date, the project has implemented riparian buffers along 72
miles of streams and rivers in northeast South Dakota.

The NEGL project has been fortunate to partner with the Pickerel Lake Conservancy and En-

emy Swim Sanitary Sewer District who have provided additional funds to the project for

term monitoring of these two | akeds water qual.
ter quality data for these two lakes. A report on Pickerel lake will be available later this

year.

Another facet of the Northeast Glacial Lakes Project

is educational progr ams. Ne hayv
programs for kindergarten age up to adults. Typical-

ly in a year wedll have ¢ of
youngsters and adults wit I n N

the project will host a birding by kayak trip on Roy
Lake, and a paddle festival on Enemy Swim Lake in
July.

For more information on the Northeast Glacial Lakes Watershed Projects
opportunities and programs contact : Dennis Skadsen, Project Coordinator
or Cory Zirbel Resource Technician, or visit website at: www.neglwaterhseds.org
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Arbor Day o April 29th

South Dakotads tradi
is celebrated the last Friday in April .

Day County Conservation District cel-
ebrates Arbor Day with all the

schools in Day County. Presentations

to the 4th graders, planting a tree,

and a Black Hills spruce tree to take

home is planned for April 26th.

ona

ti

Be on the Watch!! Tent Caterpillars

Now is the time to check the fruit
trees in your yard for tent caterpil-
lar egg masses. Small crabapples,
plums, and cherries are often defo-
liated by these insects in late
spring. But a little time spent now can avoid the need to
spray later. The adults laid the eggs late last summer and
these can be easily seen on the small twigs. Look for small

, 1/4 inch long, masses of eggs around the small twigs

near the tips of branches. The small twigs holding the egg
masses should be pruned off and the egg masses de-
stroyed. If you do not find the egg masses and this spring
tent caterpillars appear. If you react early before the lar-

vae reaches 1/2 inch long spray with a pesticide with Bt
otherwise known as Bacillus thuringineses var.kurstaki. Bt is
highly effective against young larvae but once the larvae
become larger, more than 1 inch, it does not kill as many

or as quickly. Most commonly available pesticides con-
taining carbaryl or malathion will work as well. Treatments
should be early!! Check the trees right away in the spring

to avoid problems this year.

Welcome Renee!

Rerfed dnlbrdith i sew Pro-
gram Support Specialist for NRCS in
northeast South Dakota working in
the Aberdeen, Webster, Britton and
Sisseton offices. Galbraith will be
providing contract support for dif-
ferent programs that are offered
through NRCS including CSP and
EQIP.

Program Support Specialist duties
include assisting with payments,
contract eligibility, and contract filing in the DMS system. If your
farm utilizes an entity including general partnership, LLC or cor-
poration, Galbraith will work with you to establish the proper
information for payments including DUNS and SAMS. Additional-
ly if you are interested in launching an account in Client Gate-
way, Galbraith is able to work with you through this process.

Renee and her husband live in Aberdeen with their four children.

Please welcome Renee to Day County if she is in the office or
gives you a call on the phone.

Stewardship Week FSA Update: USDA
: NewCED at sl
2016 Stewardship theme Webster Of-
iwe all Need Tr ¢fs.JodnnHawkinson
] started her duties as
Celebrate April County Executive Director

24thi May 1st in March. She brings
knowledge and experi-
ence to the dedicated

staff. Stop in & say Hello!
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Save the Mail mands bac¢k! Go Green! Get
the newsletter in color! Email your ad-
dress to cindy.zenk@sd.nacdnet.net

All programs and services of the district are offered on a non -
discriminatory basis, without regard to race, color, national
origin, religion, sex, marital status, disability, age, or political

preference.

Fabric Rolls available!!

3ft X 300= $55.00

4ft. X 300=$70.00

6ft X 500=$155.00

6ft wide by the foot $0.52

Works great for gardens, land-

scaping and numerous uses.

Staples available. Contact Cindy!
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