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New Faces!!  Welcome!  

Hi, I am Matthew Hubers and will be your new district 

conservationist. I have been living in Day County since 

1989 but my path here spanned years and oceans.  I 

was born in Florida to an American soldier and a Ger-

man mom. Which does make me eligible to run for 

president.  After a few weeks in Florida we moved back 

to Germany and I grew up bouncing between army ba-

ses and my grandparentôs farm while my dad spent two 

tours in Vietnam.  Spending every possible minute on 

the farm is where I acquired my interest in farming.  

This land has been farmed for better than 500 years 

and still produces a crop. We raised fodder beats, small 

grains and potatoes in rotation. These crops supported 

a 15-head dairy and at times up to 200 pigs. All that on a farm that had been in the 

same family for almost 200 years and was only about 80 acres.   

Upon graduation from the department of defense military school system I came to 

the US for the first time again in 1983 to attend Iowa State University returning eve-

ry summer to Germany until I graduated in 1987 with a degree in fisheries and wild-

life biology.  I worked for the South Dakota Dept. of Game, Fish and Parks in fisher-

ies managing lakes in NE South Dakota during the years that saw winter-kill on 

Roy Lake because of low water levels to Waubay Lake more than doubling in size.  

I left the GF&P in 2005 and attended South Dakota State University and got my 

graduate degree in Range Science in 2008. While going to SDSU I worked part 

time for the NRCS and following graduation I worked in Aberdeen as a range man-

agement specialist prior to moving to Grant County as the DC in February of 2011 

and now to Day County.  I look forward to working with all of you and am just glad 

that I can walk into a USDA office that has a proven staff on both the FSA side, the 

NRCS side and one of the strongest conservation districts in the state.  With that 

we are well positioned to tackle in partnership the conservation challenges that we 

all see but often fail to address so we too can be farming this soil 500 years from 

now and keep the people on the land.  You are always welcome, the doors are al-

ways open ï well from 8-4:30 at least- and we will always strive to provide great 

customer service and help you help the land.   Matt  

EQIP Soil Health Initiative  

EQIP Initiative first ranking period 

deemed a success!! Day County 

Conservation District sponsored 

initiative has provided the oppor-

tunity for producers to build soil 

health through diversification rota-

tions on their cropland and re -

integrating livestock back into their 

operations.  

The initia-

tive pro-

vided 

$750,000 

for producers to add needed water 

development on cropland and oth-

er practices to assist in achieving 

the soil health goals.  

If you are interested in learning 

more about soil health and these 

opportunities contact the office.  

òThe history of every Nation is 

eventually written in the way in 

which it cares for its soil.ó  FDR  
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Twenty -three Years of Watershed Stewardship in Northeast South Dakota  

 

Its twenty -three years and counting for the Day County Conservation 

Districtõs sponsorship of watershed projects in northeast South Dakota.  

What began as a two -year project in 1993 to improve and protect the 

watershed of Pickerel Lake in northeast Day County, has blossomed 

into a multi -county partnership called the òNortheast Glacial Lakes Wa-

tershed Improvement and Protection Projectó with Grant, Marshall, 

and Roberts Conservation Districts.  Day County began with Pickerel 

Lake, than in the following years sponsored projects on Blue Dog, Ene-

my Swim, Minnewasta, Roy, and Amsden Lakes.  Dennis Skadsen has 

been the coordinator of the Day County Conservation District spon-

sored projects since 1993. òTypically, you worked on one lake per project.  However, beginning in 2007, it was 

decided to combine northeast South Dakota watershed projects into a larger regional 

projectó.  The philosophy also changed from projects trying to improve already se-

verely impaired lakes, to protecting lakes that still had relatively good water quality 

like Enemy Swim, Pickerel, Roy, and Clear Lake.  Currently, the projectõs focus is on 

keeping these lakes healthy, and improving the Upper Minnesota River Basin water-

shed that includes a majority of land in Grant and Roberts counties and several small 

river systems in these two counties.   

These projects are funded with competitive grants from the United States Environmen-

tal Protection Agencyõs ò319 Clean Water Programó, state grants from the S.D. Dept. 

of Resource Conservation and Forestry, and 

local and in -kind match from local groups like 

lake associations, special watershed districts, 

and the Conservation Districts themselves.   

Grant funds are used to pay cost share to agri-

cultural producers who implement best man-

agement practices or bmps, fund water quali-

ty testing, and educational programs.   

The majority of grant funds are used to cost share bmps.  Bmps are agri-

cultural practices that reduce the amount of nutrients, bacteria, and sedi-

ment that enter a water body,  Typical best management practices include  

animal waste management, riparian buffers, livestock stream crossings, and streambank 

stabilization, to name a few.  To date, the project has implemented riparian buffers along 72 

miles of streams and rivers in northeast South Dakota.  

The NEGL project has been fortunate to partner with the Pickerel Lake Conservancy and En-

emy Swim Sanitary Sewer Distr ict who have provided additional funds to the project for 

-term monitoring of these two lakeõs water quality.  The project now has over 19 years of wa-

ter quality data for these two lakes.   A report on Pickerel lake will be available later this 

year.  

Another facet of the Northeast Glacial Lakes Project 

is educational programs.  Skadsen notes, òWe have 

programs for kindergarten age up to adults.  Typical-

ly in a year weõll have contact with upwards of 2,500 

youngsters and adults with our programs.ó   In May, 

the project will host a birding by kayak trip on Roy 

Lake, and a paddle festival on Enemy Swim Lake in 

July.   

For more information on the Northeast Glacial Lakes Watershed Projects 

opportunities and programs contact :  Dennis Skadsen, Project Coordinator 

or Cory Zirbel Resource Technician, or  visit website at: www.neglwaterhseds.org  
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Stewardship Week 

2016 Stewardship theme  

ñWe all Need Trees!ò   

Celebrate April 

24thï May 1st   

Arbor Day ðApril  29th  

South Dakotaôs traditional Arbor Day 

is celebrated the last Friday in April .  

Day County Conservation District cel-

ebrates Arbor Day with all the 

schools in  Day County. Presentations 

to the 4th graders, planting a tree, 

and a Black Hills spruce tree to take 

home is planned for April 26th.   

FSA Update: 

New CED at 

Webster Of-

fice...JoAnn Hawkinson 

started her duties as 

County Executive Director 

in March. She brings 

knowledge and experi-

ence to the dedicated 

staff.  Stop in & say Hello! 

Welcome Renee!  

Renee Galbraith is the new Pro-

gram Support Specialist for NRCS in 

northeast South Dakota working in 

the Aberdeen, Webster, Britton and 

Sisseton offices. Galbraith will be 

providing contract support for dif-

ferent programs that are offered 

through NRCS including CSP and 

EQIP.   

Program Support Specialist duties 

include assisting with payments, 

contract eligibility, and contract filing in the DMS system. If your 

farm utilizes an entity including general partnership, LLC or cor-

poration, Galbraith will work with you to establish the proper 

information for payments including DUNS and SAMS. Additional-

ly if you are interested in launching an account in Client Gate-

way, Galbraith is able to work with you through this process.  

Renee and her husband live in Aberdeen with their four children.  

Please welcome Renee to Day County if she is in the office or 

gives you a call on the phone.  

ñThe best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago, the second best time is nowòð-

Be on the Watch!!  Tent Caterpillars   

Now is the time to check the fruit 

trees in your yard for tent caterpil-

lar egg masses. Small crabapples, 

plums, and cherries are often defo-

liated by these insects in late 

spring. But a little time spent now can avoid the need to 

spray later. The adults laid the eggs late last summer and 

these can be easily seen on the small twigs. Look for small 

, 1/4 inch long, masses of eggs around the small twigs 

near the tips of branches.  The small twigs holding the egg 

masses should be pruned off and the egg masses de-

stroyed. If  you do not find the egg masses and this spring 

tent caterpillars appear. If you react early before the lar-

vae reaches 1/2 inch long spray with a pesticide with Bt 

otherwise known as Bacillus thuringineses var.kurstaki. Bt is 

highly effective against young larvae but once the larvae 

become larger, more than 1 inch, it does not kill as many 

or as quickly. Most commonly available pesticides con-

taining carbaryl or malathion will work as well. Treatments 

should be early!! Check the trees right away in the spring 

to avoid problems this year.  

Webster Weather Station  

¶ Soil temperature  

¶ Precipitation  

¶ Air temperature  

¶ Wind speed  

Local Information ñup to dateñaccurate  

Check it out!! App for your smart phone!  

   

 

Butterfly house!  

Want to learn how 

to make one..?  

Check out the 

daycd.org website  

for directions.  

 

 

Auger Rental  

Contract on the  

Website.  

http:daycd.org  

 

Plant your handplants 

with the auger!!  

 

/ǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅΥ   
²ŜŀǘƘŜǊΥ ²ƛƴŘȅ  
¢ŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜΥ рнϲC 
5Ŝǿ tƻƛƴǘΥ омϲC 
IǳƳƛŘƛǘȅΥ пп҈ 
²ƛƴŘΥ Ҫ {9 ŀǘ нп ƎǳǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ом ƳǇƘ 

{ƻƛƭ ¢ŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜΥ плϲC 
{ƛƴŎŜ ƳƛŘƴƛƎƘǘΥ IƛƎƘΥ срϲC  
[ƻǿΥ нсϲC  
wŀƛƴŦŀƭƭΥ  



. 

 

 

600 East Highway 12 Suite 1  

Webster, SD 57274 -1135  

Phone: 605 -345 -4661  

74 YEARS OF CONSERVATION   Est.  January 14, 1942 

Nonprofit , Presorted  

Standard 

U.S. Postage PAID 

Webster, SD 

Permit No. 70 

Save the Mailmanõs back!  Go Green! Get 

the newsletter in color! Email your ad-

dress to cindy.zenk@sd.nacdnet.net   

 

All programs and services of the district are offered on a non -

discriminatory basis, without regard to race, color, national 

origin, religion, sex, marital status, disability, age, or political 

preference.  

TREE MOVING  

Keep your tree belt healthy!!   

With the tree spade, 5 inch diameter trees 

can be moved to a more advantageous loca-

tion to provide additional windbreak oppor-

tunities.  

Contact Vaughn for additional information 

or to get on the list for next spring or 

fall...345 -4661 ext 3 or 

Vaughn.reints@sd.nacdnet.net  
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Fabric Rolls available!!  

3ft X 300= $55.00 

4ft. X 300=$70.00 

6ft X 500=$155.00 

6ft wide by the foot  $0.52  

Works great for gardens, land-

scaping and numerous uses.  

Staples available. Contact Cindy!  

 

Weedroller Rental  

Can be pulled with lawn mower 

or 4 wheeler.  Excellent way to 

kill weeds with out the worry of 

drift. �� 


